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RED TAPE REDUCTION GROUP 

Statement by Treasurer 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Treasurer) [12.20 pm]: I am pleased to update the house on the progress of 
the government’s commitment to slash excessive regulation and red tape for Western Australian businesses and 
consumers. The joint chairs of the Red Tape Reduction Group, Liza Harvey, MLA, and Hon Ken Baston, MLC, 
recently provided me with the group’s final report entitled “Reducing the Burden”. For many years, despite its 
abundant natural assets and can-do attitude, Western Australia has been beset by excessive red tape and 
regulation. Under the former Labor government, that regulatory burden grew as laws were repeatedly passed 
without any regard to industry. By the time the Liberal–National government came to power, the weight of 
unnecessary and costly bureaucracy had become a dragging anchor against the best efforts of enterprise and 
innovation. It was against this backdrop that we commissioned the Red Tape Reduction Group to begin the task 
of comprehensively reviewing the regulation that was strangling the state. The group undertook extensive 
consultations with business, local government, consumer groups and the wider community to identify red tape 
and opportunities for reform. As these consultations progressed, the depth of frustration felt by business and the 
community became increasingly apparent. This frustration was reflected in the initial results, which identified 
hundreds of red tape issues where business and the community felt reform was needed.  

The final report of the Red Tape Reduction Group outlines the magnitude of the challenge ahead and makes 
107 recommendations for the government’s consideration as part of the ongoing campaign to clear bottlenecks 
and unnecessary regulation. The direct benefits to the Western Australian community of the red tape reduction 
reforms proposed in the report are estimated to be worth at least $44 million in a single year. Key 
recommendations include streamlining heavy vehicle transport regulation to potentially save businesses more 
than $16 million in a single year; removing excessive compliance on local governments to potentially save 
$4.8 million in a single year; and improving marine and caravan licensing arrangements to potentially save 
businesses more than $1.8 million in a single year. More broadly, the report also includes recommendations to 
reduce the regulatory burden by improving the culture, performance and accountability of government agencies; 
reforms to drive momentum for ongoing red tape reduction by government; as well as reforms to address specific 
areas of concern raised during the consultation process. 

The government is currently developing a formal response to the report, including an implementation plan for 
reforms. However, it should be noted that work is already underway in a number of areas identified in the report, 
such as planning, environmental approvals, building regulation, local government and hairdressers’ registration. 
The government’s response will complement the state’s new regulatory impact assessment process that came 
into effect on 1 December 2009. The RIA process applies to new and amending regulatory proposals and has 
been designed to ensure careful consideration of whether regulatory action is required or if policy objectives can 
be achieved by alternative measures, with lower cost for business and the community. 

I commend the joint chairs of the Red Tape Reduction Group, Liza Harvey, MLA, Member for Scarborough, and 
Hon Ken Baston, MLC, Member for Mining and Pastoral, for their fine work. I table the report of the Red Tape 
Reduction Group entitled “Reducing the Burden”.  
[See paper 1876.] 
 


